which was only shewn to the king, and cardinal Wolsey, by
Campegio ; but all these precautions which were admitted of, when
the pope was in a distressed condition, did not restrain his holiness
from sending one Campana before the end of the year, to see the
decretal bull secretly burnt; and from recalling the legate's com-
mission, and avocating the cause to Rome the next year, when his
affairs were more nourishing, and the emperor (who was Queen
Catherine's nephew) had granted all his demands.

Now as to the letters themselves. It may be presumed reason-
ably, that, if there had been anything in them that had reflected
on the king's honour, or on Anne Boleyn's, they would certainly
have been published by the papists at that very time ; for they were
in their hands soon after they were written, as appears from this
passage in Lord Herbert's History.

e When Cardinal Campegio came to take ship, the searchers,

* upon pretence he carried either money or letters from England

* to Rome, ransacked all his coffers, bags, and papers, not without

* hope, certainly, to recover that decretal bull our king so much
c longed for.    I find also (some relation) that divers love-letters
6 between our king and Mistress Boleyn, being conveyed out of

* the king's cabinet, were sought for, though in vain; they having

* been formerly sent to Rome.*

To explain this account, it must be supposed, that they were
taken, not out of the king's, but out of Anne Boleyn's cabinet;
this is the more probable, because, in fact, they are all letters from
the king to her ; whereas, if his cabinet had been rifled, her answers
to him would have been more likely to be found there.

As to the time in which the king's letters to Anne Boleyn were
written, in all probability, it was immediately after her dismission
from the court,1 which was done to silence the clamours of the
people on her account; but she was sent away in so abrupt a
manner, that she determined to absent herself altogether ; which
made the king soon repent of his severity, and press her to come
back; but this was not obtained for a long time, nor without
great difficulty ; as appears by some of the following letters. The
time of her dismission was not till May, 1528, for there is a letter
extant2 from Fox to Gardiner, at Rome, dated London, May the 4th,

1 Herbert.              2 Lately in the Earl of Oxford's library, 39, 64.
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